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Welcome�to�the�2022�St�Hilda’s�Crime�Fiction�Weekend!

This is your guide to a great weekend of talks by acclaimed crime writers 
and discussions with fellow crime fiction fans. 

You’ll find the programme and timings here, along with bios for our 
speakers and our Programme Committee members. Emails have gone 
out to all attendees with the link to join us online and participate in the 
Live Chat. Remember that you will continue to have access to watch the 
recordings for a month after the last session.

Your registration also gives you access to the Blackwell’s Oxford online 
bookstall with special discounts available for books by our speakers 
and the authors they will refer to in their talks. For those attending in 
person, Blackwell’s bookstall will be back on Saturday 13th August, 
giving you a chance to stock up before the signing session on Saturday 
evening.

Blackwell’s Rare Books has kindly donated two prizes for the Whodunnit 
- one for our online audience and one for those attending the dinner. 

Thanks also to Ulverscroft Ltd for their free audiobook, Southern Cross 
Crime by Craig Sisterson, a pocket guide to crime fiction, TV shows and 
films set in those antipodean mean streets and green lanes.

We hope you enjoy the weekend!

Sarah Hilary  Programme Committee Chair 
Lee Randall  Programme Director
Bronwyn Travers    Development Director and Fellow, St Hilda’s College

FREE AUDIOBOOK BOOKSTALL

Southern 
Cross Crime 
by Craig Sisterson

Blackwell’s 
online bookstall 
with special 
discount 

https://blackwells.co.uk/bookshop/collection/st-hildas-crime-weekend-2022/-187937
https://blackwells.co.uk/bookshop/collection/st-hildas-crime-weekend-2022/-187937
https://blackwells.co.uk/bookshop/collection/st-hildas-crime-weekend-2022/-187937
https://blackwells.co.uk/bookshop/collection/st-hildas-crime-weekend-2022/-187937
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A crime fiction weekend like no other – from its 
beginnings in 1994, the St Hilda’s Crime Fiction 
Weekend has drawn readers from all over the world to 

Oxford to hear their favourite authors explore the genre and 
discuss their own work and the writers who have inspired 
them. Since 2020, we have offered this unique conference 
online and, although we are returning to a live conference, by 
popular demand from all over the world we will continue to 
offer the online experience!

Our theme for the Weekend:

Town and Country: green�lanes�to�mean�streets
Are they so different? Join us and hear your favourite authors 
discuss crime novels set in these worlds – contrasting the 
gritty reality of urban noir with the simmering tensions and 
rivalries of country life. Are those winding country roads 
really so idyllic? Mean streets and dark alleyways may not be 
the only places where you pursue suspect and source.

Our Guest of Honour is the wonderful Ann Cleeves who will 
be joined by a stellar list of speakers.

      Crime 
Fiction 
   Weekend

29th

St�Hilda’s�College
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Friday�12th�August:�
5.30 – 6.00pm
Meet & Greet
Welcoming remarks and introduction

6.00 – 6.30pm
Mick�Herron�
in conversation 
with Jake Kerridge
We’re delighted to be 
hosting this catch-up with 
Mick Herron, author of 
the wildly successful Jackson Lamb Slough 
House series, now an equally popular 
streaming favourite with the arrival of 
Slow Horses on Apple TV, featuring a 
starry cast led by Gary Oldman and Kristin 
Scott Thomas. Find out how Mick gets to 
grips with characters, why people matter 
more to him than plot, how fact influences 
his fiction, and what happens when an 
author used to working alone walks into a 
TV writers’ room.

7.15pm
Dinner with Guest Speaker
St Hilda’s Dining Hall

Elly�Griffiths
Cold Comfort Crime
First published in 1932, 
Cold Comfort Farm, by 
Stella Gibbons, is a beloved 
classic. We all know 
there’s something nasty in the woodshed, 
but is this really a crime novel? Elly 
Griffiths discusses this classic rural satire—
written to parody the “loam and lovechild” 
genre—and explains its influence on her 
own writing.

Saturday�13th�August�
9.15am
Welcome from the Committee & Chair

SESSION 1 
9.20 – 10.50am
Chaired by Alison Joseph 

Nadine�Matheson
An Homage to Mo Hayder
Are the dangerous streets of 
South London a place that 
even crime writers are too 
scared to tread? There was a 
time when taxi drivers, with the deepest of 
sincerity, would tell you that they couldn’t 
take you south of the river—before hitting 
the gas. It seemed as if a lot of crime 
writers who set their work in London were 
scared to make the same journey, but not 
Mo Hayder whose powerful, violent novels 
The Birdman and The Treatment were 
deeply entrenched in South London.

Imran�Mahmood
The Birthplace of Crime
Drawing on his professional 
immersion in crime, via 
his work as a barrister, 
Mahmood asks: Is crime an 
equal opportunity employer or do you need 
to come from the right neighbourhood and 
have the right upbringing to get into the 
best crime colleges? It seems that where 
crime takes place is as much influenced by 
its place of birth as by its intrinsic nature. 
The conditions under which one type of 
crime blossoms and another withers are a 
function not just of time but of place. There 
are no criminal gangs from Knightsbridge. 
There are few hedge-fund fraudsters from 
Toxteth. Or is it just bad company? Are 
criminals hanging out in the wrong crowd, 
rather than in the wrong places?

10.50 – 11.20am BREAK

PROGRAMME All speaker sessions are in the Jacqueline du Pré Music Building.
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SESSION 2 
11.20am – 12.50am
Chaired by Jake Kerridge

Beth�Lewis
Taming the Wild
Humans are always going 
where we don’t belong, and 
writers inevitably follow to 
tell their stories. Writers 
have been pushing characters further and 
further into the wild, be it the mountains 
of Alaska or a newly discovered planet. 
We’ve been doing it for generations, from 
the Brothers Grimm to Emily Brontë’s 
Wuthering Heights, from Jack London’s Call 
of the Wild to The Book of Strange New 
Things by Michel Faber. The wilderness 
in these books is an antagonist to test 
humanity. Why are we so drawn to these 
narratives? Why do we always seek to 
inhabit the uninhabitable?

Greg�Buchanan
The Edge of Everything: 
Seaside Dystopia
What is seaside dystopia, 
and what’s its role in crime 
fiction? Detective fiction
often portrays a cosy version of troubled 
seaside towns, claiming they are dying, 
but presenting the detective’s presence as 
part of a ‘cure’. Yet when fiction confronts 
the ravages of government cuts and 
deprivation, it alters the trope, pushing 
it closer to horror by depicting police and 
detectives unable to fully function in an 
alienating, almost surreal world at the edge 
of everything. Buchanan looks at Brighton 
Rock and Broadchurch, his own novel 
Sixteen Horses, as well as the inspiration 
he found in Australian noir, and films such 
as Peter Weir’s Picnic at Hanging Rock.

12.50 – 1.50pm  LUNCH

SESSION 3  
2.00 – 3.30pm
Chaired by Alison Joseph

Leye�Adenle
The Mean Streets of Lagos
In crime fiction, a city 
is often an essential and 
integral part of the plot. 
But are writers’ depictions 
of those cities realistic, or does creative 
licence acquire air miles along the way? 
We’re used to hearing about the mean 
streets of Lagos—is it really as bad as 
writers make out? Adenle explores this 
question via the work of authors such as 
Oladejo Okediji; Oyinkan Braithwaite; Femi 
Kayode; Adaobi Tricia Nwaubani; Toni Kan; 
Onyeka Nwelue; Obinna Udenwe; and Tade 
Thompson.

Abir�Mukherjee
Calcutta/Kolkata 
Noir: From Empire to 
Independence
Over the last 150 years, a 
hundred or more fictional 
detectives have called Calcutta (and its 
alter ego, Kolkata) home. What does this 
multi-faced city offer their creators, and 
how have their stories helped to shape the 
lives of generations of Calcuttans? Looking 
at work by, among others, Satyajit Ray 
and his detective, Feluda, and Saradindu 
Bandyopadhyay ’s creation, Byomkesh 
Bakshi—India’s answer to Sherlock 
Holmes.
    
3.30 – 4.00pm BREAK
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SESSION 4  
4.10 – 5.40pm 
Chaired by Jake Kerridge

Shawn�Cosby
Rural Noir
With place as his jumping 
off point, Shawn will talk 
about how dialogue drives a 
narrative and helps establish 
setting and tone, specifically in rural 
settings and storylines. He’ll be discussing 
rural noir authors like Daniel Woodrell, 
Donald Ray Pollock, and others.

Anna�Bailey
American Gothic
What is it about the isolation 
and loneliness of rural 
America that makes it the 
perfect setting for thrillers 
and mysteries? How did American Gothic 
fiction—including the work of writers 
such as Annie Proulx, Carson McCullers, 
Harper Lee, and Flannery O’Connor—and 
her own experience of living in small towns 
throughout the US, influence Bailey’s 
bestselling debut novel, Tall Bones?

5.40 – 6.00pm BREAK

SESSION 5 
6.00 – 7.20pm 
Chaired by Jake Kerridge

Anthony J Quinn
Fatal Places: Mystery, 
Misery and Guilt in 
PD James’ Isolated 
Landscapes
Quinn will examine how PD 
James influenced a generation of writers by 
showing them that place matters in modern 
crime fiction, using her familiar rural and 
coastal landscapes to connect the reader 
emotionally to the suffering of her detective 
hero and to the darker worlds of her suspects.

Trevor�Wood
This is the North—
We Do What We Want
From Ted Lewis to Irvine 
Welsh, from Joseph Knox 
to David Peace, northern 
writers have a tendency to explore and 
emphasise the dark underbellies of their 
respective cities. Trevor Wood is no 
exception, with a trilogy of books set in 
Newcastle’s homeless community. But is it 
really quite so grim up North?

7.20 – 8.00pm 
Drinks Reception and Group Signing
The Val McDermid Auditorium, the Pavilion
Grab a beverage, buy a book, and get it 
autographed while you mix and mingle.

8.15pm 
The PD James Dinner
St Hilda’s College Dining Hall
It’s a tradition to celebrate our PD James 
Dinner* with a specially written
celebrity “whodunnit” featuring a cast of 
your favourite authors. 

Philip�Gooden�
Murder in Green
When controversial, 
mercurial property developer 
Jack van Dal is murdered in 
his McMansion overlooking 
the Isis, four individuals arouse the 
suspicions of Inspector Andy Beech. Who 
plunged a screwdriver into van Dal’s heart? 
Was it his Ex-Wife, now an environmental 
activist? The ex-Army Stepson, who 
stands to inherit, unless van Dal spends it 
first? Could it be the Portrait Artist whose 
work he criticised? Or was it the Local 
Restaurateur who’d been counting on his 
investment money? 

*Proceeds go to the PD James Fund, which supports the 
work of the English School and students at St Hilda’s 
College, kindly endowed by Honorary Fellow PD James.
The winner will be announced on Sunday, at the start of 
the Guest of Honour Lecture.

PROGRAMME All speaker sessions are in the Jacqueline du Pré Music Building.
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SESSION 6 
11.30 – 1.00pm 
Chaired by Alison Joseph

Peter�May
Early Influences: Other 
Writers, Special Places
In this pre-recorded talk, 
Peter May reveals which 
writers most influenced him 
as a young man, and the importance of 
early encouragement to a beginning writer. 
He explains how working in television 
shaped his approach to novel-writing and 
taught him how to use dialogue, and the 
genesis of the Gaelic TV drama, Machair. 
With place at the centre of this year’s 
theme, he describes how filming it in the 
Outer Hebrides laid the groundwork for 
his Lewis Trilogy, which propelled him to 
the bestseller lists. Among the influences 
discussed are Ernest Hemingway, Graham 
Greene, H.E. Bates, J.P Donleavy, 
Raymond Chandler, Dashiell Hammett, 
Georges Simenon, Richard Llewellyn and 
Ira Levin.

William�Shaw
Clear Blue Skies
The countryside is no 
longer an unchanging 
idyll. If anything shows 
how well crime fiction 
channels society's anxieties, it’s the way 
the form now explores the end of nature. 
Jane Harper’s The Dry, Chris Hammer’s 
Scrublands and this year’s The Field, by 
Erin Young, are set in toxic landscapes, 
under unrelentingly clear blue skies. 
Shaw will be looking at the new nasties 
that we’re finding in rural noir.

1.00pm Closing remarks

1.15pm Traditional Sunday Lunch 
followed by goodbyes
St Hilda’s College Dining Hall

Sunday�14th�August�
9.30 – 11.00am
Chaired by Alison Joseph

Announcement of Murder Mystery 
Winner, followed by Guest of Honour 
Lecture

Ann�Cleeves
The Human Geography 
of Crime
Ann tells us how place 
influences every aspect of 
the work from character 
to plot to dialogue, using examples from 
her own work and the work of writers she 
admires, including Emma Flint, Golden Age 
crime authors, Simenon and other writers 
in translation, and books set overseas, 
including novels by Chris Hammer, 
Brian McGilloway and Abir Mukherjee. 
In her own words: “This talk is as much 
about geography as about how we write 
mysteries. An understanding of place is 
vital to our work and I hope to explain why. 
It also gives me a chance to show off some 
of the most beautiful landscapes in the 
UK. . . .Place is an indicator of educational 
background and financial status. It 
influences how healthy we are and how 
long we live. In many cases it defines class, 
and class is still potent in every genre of 
British fiction.”

11.00 – 11.30am Break
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Leye�Adenle
Saturday | Session 3 

Leye Adenle, winner of the 
first ever Prix Marianne 
in 2016, is a Nigerian 
writer living and working 
in London as an agile coach 
(trainer). His debut novel 
Easy Motion Tourist was 
published in 2016.He has 
written a number of short 
stories under his own 
name, and over a hundred 
satirical pieces under 
various other appropriated 
names. His writing has 
appeared in publications 
such as the Big Issue, and 
he has written and recorded 
pieces for BBC Radio 4 and 
BBC World Service. Leye 
has also appeared on stage 
in London.

www.leyeadenle.com
@LeyeAdenle

Ann Cleeves is one of the UK’s most 
beloved crime writers, best known for her 
Shetland and Vera Stanhope series of police 
procedural novels. She began her writing 
career while resident on the miniscule 
tidal nature reserve of Hilbre. It took off 
with the publication of The Crow Trap in 
1999 with the redoubtable detective Vera 
Stanhope and led to a television spin-off 
starring Brenda Blethyn. In 2006, Ann 
unveiled Raven Black, the first of the 
Shetland novels centred around detective 
Jimmy Perez. This hugely popular series 
also received an acclaimed television 
adaptation. In 2019 came the publication 
of the first in the Two Rivers crime series, 
The Long Call followed by The Heron’s Cry 
in 2021. Ann’s newest book is The Rising 
Tide, the tenth in her Vera Stanhope series, 
and is due out in September 2022. 

www.anncleeves.com
@AnnCleeves

BIOGRAPHIES

Guest of Honour 

Ann�Cleeves
Sunday | Lecture

https://www.amazon.co.uk/d/Books/Easy-Motion-Tourist-Leye-Adenle/1911115065
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Shawn�Cosby
Saturday | Session 4 

Shawn Cosby is an 
Anthony Award-winning 
writer from Southeastern 
Virginia. He is the author 
of the New York Times 
bestseller Razorblade 
Tears, which was longlisted 
for Theakstons Crime Novel 
of the Year in 2022, and 
Blacktop Wasteland, which 
won the Los Angeles Times 
Book Prize, was a New 
York Times Notable Book, 
and was named a best 
book of the year by NPR, 
The Guardian, and Library 
Journal, among others. 
When not writing, he is an 
avid hiker and chess player.

@blacklionking73

Anna�Bailey
Saturday | Session 4 

Anna Bailey studied 
Creative Writing at Bath 
Spa University. She moved 
to Texas and then Colorado, 
where she lived in the 
woods, before returning 
to the UK and working as 
a freelance journalist. Her 
first novel, Tall Bones, was 
inspired by her experience 
of small-town America. 
It was longlisted for the 
Theakstons Crime Novel of 
the Year in 2022.

www.instagram.com/
annabaileywrites/ 
@annafbailey

Greg�Buchanan
Saturday | Session 2 

Greg Buchanan was born 
in 1989 and lives in the 
Scottish Borders. He 
studied English at the 
University of Cambridge 
and completed a PhD at 
King’s College London in 
identification and ethics.
He is a graduate of UEA’s 
Creative Writing MA and 
in 2019 he was named on 
Forbes 30 Under 30 list. 
Sixteen Horses is his first 
novel.

www.gregbuchanan.co.uk
@gregbuchanan
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Elly�Griffiths
Friday | Dinner 

Elly Griffiths wrote four 
novels under her own name 
(Domenica de Rosa) before 
turning to crime with The 
Crossing Places, the first 
novel. This won the Mary 
Higgins Clark award and 
four novels in the series 
have been shortlisted for the 
Theakstons Crime Novel of 
the Year. The Night Hawks 
(thirteenth in the series) was 
number two in the Sunday 
Times Top Ten Bestsellers 
list. In 2016 Elly was 
awarded the CWA Dagger 
in the Library and her first 
standalone mystery, The 
Stranger Diaries, won the 
2020 Edgar award for Best 
Crime Novel. The second, 
The Postscript Murders, was 
shortlisted for the CWA Gold 
Dagger. Elly also writes the 
Brighton Mysteries, set in 
the theatrical world of the 
1950 and 60s, and A Girl 
Called Justice, a mystery 
series for children. 

www.ellygriffiths.co.uk
@ellygriffiths

Mick�Herron�
Friday | In Conversation

Mick Herron is a bestselling 
and award-winning novelist 
and short story writer, 
best known for his Slough 
House thrillers. Raised in 
Newcastle upon Tyne, Mick 
studied English Literature 
at Oxford, where he 
continues to live. His first 
novel, Down Cemetery Road 
(2003) was the start of the 
Zoë Boehm series, set in 
Oxford.In 2008, inspired by 
world events, Mick began 
writing the Slough House 
series, featuring MI5 agents 
who have been exiled from 
the mainstream for various 
offences. The first novel, 
Slow Horses, was published 
in 2010. It was hailed by 
the Daily Telegraph as one 
of “the twenty greatest spy 
novels of all time”. He was 
awarded the Theakstons 
Crime Novel of the Year 
2022 for Slough House. 
Mick has also won both the 
CWA Steel and Gold Daggers.

www.mickherron.com 

Philip�Gooden�
Saturday | Dinner

Philip Gooden read English 
at Magdalen College, 
Oxford, and then taught at 
secondary level for many 
years. In 2001 he became 
a full-time writer. He is 
the author of a number 
of non-fiction books as 
well as the Nick Revill 
series, a sequence of 
historical mysteries based 
in Elizabethan London and 
set around Shakespeare’s 
Globe theatre. Titles so 
far published include The 
Pale Companion which was 
shortlisted for the Ellis 
Peters Historical Dagger 
award in 2002. 
A contributor to short story 
anthologies, Philip Gooden 
also works as an editor. 
He lives in Bath where he 
is currently working on 
the first in a new series of 
historical novels.

@PhilipGooden

BIOGRAPHIES
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Nadine�Matheson
Saturday | Session 1 

Nadine Matheson was born 
and raised in Deptford 
and is a criminal solicitor. 
She is also a winner of 
the City University Crime 
Writing competition. Her 
debut novel, The Jigsaw 
Man, was published in 
early 2021. It was the 
subject of a six publisher 
auction, which was won 
by HQ (HarperCollins). It 
became a bestseller and 
has been translated into 15 
languages. Nadine’s latest 
novel, The Binding Room, 
was published in July 2022.

www.nadinematheson.com
@nadinematheson

Beth�Lewis
Saturday | Session 2

Beth Lewis’s debut novel, 
The Wolf Road came out in 
2016 in the US and the UK. 
The literary thriller set in 
the remote wilderness of 
the Pacific Northwest was 
shortlisted for the Glass 
Bell Award and named one 
of Amazon US’s Books of 
the Year in 2016. It has 
also been optioned for film. 
This was followed by Bitter 
Sun and The Origins of 
Iris, out now in paperback. 
In 2023 she’ll bring out 
Children of the Sun. Beth 
grew up in Cornwall and 
now lives in Oxford with 
her wife and daughter. In 
her all-too-precious spare 
time, she watches too much 
television, and in her not-
so-spare time she writes.

www.bethlewis.co.uk 
@bethklewis

Imran�Mahmood
Saturday | Session 1 

Imran Mahmood is a 
practicing barrister with 
almost 30 years’ experience 
fighting cases in court. He 
hails from Liverpool but 
now lives in London with 
his wife and daughters. 
His debut novel You Don’t 
Know Me was chosen by 
Simon Mayo as a BBC Radio 
2 Book Club Choice for 
2017 and longlisted for 
Theakstons Crime Novel 
of the Year and for the 
CWA Gold Dagger, and is 
currently being adapted for 
screen in four parts. When 
not in court or writing 
novels he can sometime be 
found on the Red Hot Chilli 
Writers podcast as one of 
the regular contributors.

@imranmahmood777
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Anthony J Quinn
Saturday | Session 5 

Anthony J Quinn is an Irish 
writer and journalist. His 
nine novels have received 
wide critical acclaim.  His 
debut, Disappeared, was 
shortlisted for a Strand 
Literary Award in the 
United States by the book 
critics of the San Francisco 
Chronicle, The LA Times, 
The Washington Post and 
other US newspapers. Kirkus 
Reviews chose it as one of 
their top ten thrillers of 
2012. In the UK, it made the 
Best Novels of the Year list 
for both the Daily Mail and 
the Sunday Times, and was 
longlisted for the Theakstons 
Crime Novel of the Year. 
Anthony has a PhD from the 
School of English, Queen’s 
University Belfast, where 
he teaches on the MA in 
Creative Writing. His most 
recent novel is Turncoat. 

@ajpquinn

Peter�May
Sunday | Session 6 

Peter May is the author 
of the internationally 
bestselling Lewis Trilogy 
set in the Outer Hebrides 
of Scotland; the China 
Thrillers; the critically 
acclaimed Enzo Files, which 
are set in France, and 
feature Scottish forensic 
scientist Enzo MacLeod; 
and several standalone 
novels, including the 
multi-award-winning Entry 
Island, Runaway, and A 
Silent Death. He has also 
had a successful career as a 
television writer, creator, 
and producer, garnering 
more than 1000 credits as 
a writer and script editor 
on prime-time British 
television. Born and raised 
in Scotland, he lives in 
France.

www.petermay.co.uk

Abir�Mukherjee�
Saturday | Session 3

Glasgow native Abir 
Mukherjee is the Times 
bestselling author of the 
Wyndham and Banerjee 
series of novels set in 
Raj-era India, which 
have sold over 400,000 
copies worldwide and 
been translated into 15 
languages. He’s won the 
CWA Dagger for best 
Historical Novel, the Prix 
du Polar Européen, the 
Wilbur Smith Award for 
Adventure Writing and the 
Amazon Publishing Readers 
Award for E-book of the 
year.

www.abirmukherjee.com
@radiomukhers

www.anthonyjquinnwriter.com



Trevor�Wood�
Saturday | Session 5

Trevor Wood is an ex-
sailor, playwright and 
journalist. His first novel 
The Man on the Street, set 
in Newcastle’s homeless 
community, won the 
CWA’s New Blood Dagger 
and the Crimefest Debut 
Prize in 2020. It was 
also shortlisted for the 
Theakstons Crime Novel of 
the Year. It was followed by 
the highly-acclaimed One 
Way Street. The final book 
in the trilogy, Dead End 
Street, is now out. 

@TrevorWoodWrite

William�Shaw
Sunday | Session 6
 
Writing as GW Shaw, 
William Shaw’s latest book 
is Dead Rich, a thriller 
in which a sophisticated 
super yacht finds itself 
at the mercy of the 
natural world – and of 
unscrupulous gangsters. 
His DS Cupidi series is 
set in the landscape of 
Dungeness and features 
DS Alex Cupidi. He’s also 
the author of the Breen 
and Tozer series set in the 
urban setting of 1960s 
London. William Shaw 
has twice been longlisted 
for the Theakstons Crime 
Novel of the Year and the 
CWA Historical Dagger 
and shortlisted for a Barry 
Award, the CWA Golden 
Dagger and the Golden 
Bullet. Before becoming a 
crime writer, William Shaw 
was an award-winning 
music journalist and the 
author of several non-
fiction books.

www.williamshaw.com
@william1shaw

www.trevorwoodauthor.co.uk
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COMMITTEE MEMBERS

Mick�Herron

Mick Herron is a 
bestselling and 
award-winning 
novelist and short 
story writer, 
best known for 
his Slough House 
thrillers. Raised 
in Newcastle upon 
Tyne, Mick studied 
English Literature 
at Oxford, where he 
continues to live. 
He was awarded the 
Theakstons Crime 
Novel of the Year 
2022 for Slough 
House, the seventh 
book in the series. 
Mick has also won 
both the CWA Steel 
and Gold Daggers.

Sarah�Hilary�
Programme Chair

Sarah Hilary’s new 
book Black Thorn 
will be published 
by Pan Macmillan 
in 2023. Her debut 
Someone Else’s Skin 
won the Theakstons 
Crime Novel of 
the Year and was 
a World Book 
Night selection. 
The Observer’s 
Book of the 
Month “superbly 
disturbing” and a 
Richard & Judy Book 
Club pick, it was a 
Silver Falchion and 
Macavity Award 
finalist in the US. 
Her first standalone 
Fragile was 
published in 2021. 

@sarah_hilary

Jean�Buchanan�

Jean Buchanan is 
a British writer, 
academic, author, 
editor, presenter, 
publicist, 
researcher, script 
editor and tutor. 
She is an alumna of 
St Hilda’s College 
and one of the 
founders of the 
St Hilda’s Crime 
Fiction Weekend 
back in 1994.

Alison�Joseph�
Co-Chair of the 
SHCFW 2022

Alison Joseph is 
a London-based 
novelist and radio 
dramatist. She 
is the author of a 
series of detective 
novels featuring 
the contemporary 
nun Sister Agnes. A 
Violent Act is about 
fathers, daughters 
and creationism. 
She has written 
radio plays and, 
and has done 
abridgements for 
BBC Radio 4.
She has taught 
creative writing at 
Sussex University 
and at the Royal 
Central School of 
Speech and Drama 
and led crime-
writing workshops 
in schools. She 
has been Chair 
of the British 
Crime Writers’ 
Association.

www.sarahhilary.com 
www.mickherron.com

www.alisonjoseph.com
@AlisonJoseph1
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Jake�Kerridge�
Co-Chair of the 
SHCFW 2022

Journalist and 
literary critic. He 
has been the crime 
fiction reviewer of 
the Daily Telegraph 
since 2005 and has 
judged many crime 
and thriller prizes.

@JakeKerridge

Val�McDermid�
Emeritus member of the Committee

Val McDermid is an international 
bestselling and award-winning author, 
whose books have been translated into 
more than 40 languages.

She is perhaps best known for her Wire 
in the Blood series, featuring clinical 
psychologist Dr Tony Hill and DCI Carol 
Jordan, which was adapted for television. 
Her most recent TV series Traces aired in a 
BBC1 primetime slot in 2021, and a second 
series is currently in production, as is ITV’s 
adaptation of Karen Pirie, based on Val’s 
cold case detective of the same name.
1979, the beginning of a new series for 
Val, featuring journalist Allie Burns, 
was released to critical acclaim in 2021 
and will soon be followed by the next in 
the series, 1989.  Val has served on, or 
chaired, the panels of prestigious book 
prizes, including the Wellcome Book Prize, 
the Women’s Prize for Fiction and the Man 
Booker Prize. She is the recipient of six 
honorary doctorates and is an Honorary 
Fellow of St Hilda’s College, Oxford, her 
alma mater and Visiting Professor in the 
Centre of Irish and Scottish Studies at the 
University of Otago in NZ. Val is also lead 
vocalist with The Fun Lovin’ Crime Writers, 
possibly the only band made up of crime 
writers ever to play at Glastonbury!

www.valmcdermid.com
@valmcdermid

Carolyn�Kirby�

Carolyn Kirby 
is the author of 
two novels. The 
Conviction of 
Cora Burns was 
longlisted for the 
Historical Writers’ 
Association Debut 
Crown Award and 
shortlisted for the 
Specsavers Debut 
Crime Fiction 
Award. When We 
Fall, published in 
May 2020, was 
chosen by The 
Times as one of the 
best novels of 2020 
and described by 
the Daily Mail as “a 
terrific World War 
II novel”. Carolyn 
studied history at 
St Hilda’s College, 
Oxford. Before 
becoming a full-
time writer, she 
worked in social 
housing and as a 
teacher. She has 
two grown-up 
daughters and lives 
with her husband in 
rural Oxfordshire.

www.carolynkirby.com
@novelcarolyn



Friday 12th Location

5.30�-�6.00�pm Meet�and�Greet JDP

6.00�-�6.30pm In�Conversation Mick�Herron Jake�Kerridge JDP

7.15pm Dinner�and�Guest�Speaker Elly�Griffiths DH

Saturday 13th

9.20�-�10.15am Session�1 Nadine�Matheson Imran�Mahmood JDP

11.20am�-�12.50pm Session�2 Beth�Lewis Greg�Buchanan JDP

2.00�-�3.30pm Session�3 Leye�Adenle Abir�Mukherjee JDP

4.10�-�5.40pm Session�4 Shawn�Cosby Anna�Bailey JDP

6.00�-�7.20pm Session�5 Anthony J Quinn Trevor�Wood JDP

7.20�-�8.00pm Drinks�and�Author�Signing VMA

8.15pm PD�James�Dinner Philip�Gooden DH

Sunday 14th

9.30�-�11am Guest�of�Honour�Lecture Ann�Cleeves JDP

11.30am�-�1.00pm Session�6 Peter�May William�Shaw JDP

TIMETABLE
BST British Summer Time
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