
June 2024 

Modern Languages: Spanish 

I’m pleased that you have been offered a place to read Modern Languages at St Hilda’s and 
I’m very much looking forward to welcoming you to College in October for what I hope will 
be the first of many happy terms in Oxford. 

Please find attached a note - ‘Starting Spanish at Oxford’ - explaining the structure of the first-
year course in Spanish, incorporating a reading list of texts that you’ll need to work through 
before you come up in October, and offering further suggestions of possible background reading 
you might like to undertake. Ideally you should acquire your own copies of the prescribed texts 
(for Papers III and IV) and you should take your time over the summer to read through them 
carefully, taking notes to help you learn their content (plot, characters, interesting points of style, 
etc.) in advance of the start of the academic year, when a good grasp of their detail will be 
necessary. Knowing these materials well will make your first term easier and more productive. 
You should also, please, make lists of the vocabulary you don’t know from these texts, and you 
should try to learn it. 

Please do keep the receipts of your book purchases as you can apply for a College book grant 
to claim back up to £60 of the cost. 

If you have any questions or doubts about how to approach the above, please do just get in 
touch via the College’s Academic Office.  

In the meantime, I hope you have an enjoyable summer.  

Yours sincerely, 

Dr Roy Norton  
Lecturer in Spanish 

St Hilda’s College, Cowley Place, Oxford OX4 1DY www.st-hildas.ox.ac.uk
Registered Charity Number 1137537 
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